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Abstract

Objectives: This research aims to shed light on a significant era of contemporary history—the
Received: 26/7/2024 nuclear age-and how major powers, including Britain, sought to acquire nuclear weapons to
Revised: 10/10/2024 maintain their status among the world's powerful nations. This was particularly relevant as Britain’s
Accepted: 28/10/2024 global standing had declined due to the damage it suffered during World War 11, and it found itself
Published online: 20/11/2024 competing to develop nuclear weapons alongside the United States and the Soviet Union.

Method: The study adopts a historical approach by reviewing and analyzing historical events
objectively, relying on documents and historical sources.

Results: 1. Britain's possession of nuclear weapons was to counter the Soviet Union's threat to the
) European continent by joining forces with the United States. 2. Britain enhanced its nuclear
omar.nafea@uoanbar.edu.ig capabilities through cooperation and information sharing with the U.S. 3. The development of
Britain's military capability in the shadow of the arms race that took place during the Cold War.

4. Britain's possession of nuclear weapons was intended to strengthen its international standing.
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Citation: Noori, O. N., & Jaseem, E. Conclusions: The British nuclear program originated in the 1940s, with the initiation of its nuclear
N. (2024). British Nuclear Program weapons program known as "Tube Alloys." However, Britain could not develop its nuclear
1940-1943 . Dirasat: Human and capabilities alone and sought assistance from its traditional ally, the United States. In July 1943,
Social Sciences, 51(1), 55-63. British Prime Minister Winston Churchill and U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt exchanged
https://doi.ora/10.35516/hum.v51i5.1 information e_md expertise on nuclear dev_elopment. _Britain’s nu_clejar program was subsequen_tly
0075 integrated with the U.S. Manhattan Project, marking the beginning of ongoing collaboration

between the two nations in nuclear development.
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Manhattan Project.
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