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Abstract

Objectives: This study analyzes Britain’s policy towards European economic integration
in the 1950s, focusing on the political and economic factors that led to its cautious stance
on joining groups like the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) and the European
Economic Community (EEC).

Methods: A historical-analytical approach was used to examine the events and factors
influencing Britain’s policy and its hesitancy toward European economic integration.
This analysis was conducted through a comprehensive review of relevant literature and
historical records related to Britain’s approach to European integration.

Results: Britain’s refusal to join European economic groups in the 1950s was largely
driven by concerns over national sovereignty and a sense of pride among the British
political elite in maintaining the nation’s global influence. Additionally, Britain was wary
of the European agricultural policies, which posed potential challenges to British farmers
who feared unfair competition and negative impacts on the domestic agricultural sector.
Conclusion: The study concludes that Britain’s approach to European economic
integration during the 1950s was marked by a strong emphasis on protecting national
interests and sovereignty. Despite this cautious stance, Western Europe continued with
integration efforts, resulting in the establishment of the EEC without Britain’s
involvement.

Keywords: Britain, European Coal and Steel Community, European Economic
Community, European Integration, National Sovereignty.
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