Dirasat, Human and Social Sciences, Volume 49, No. 4, 2022

A

Deanship of Scientific Research

The Impact of the United States on Military Spending in the Arab Gulf States During the

Reign of Donald Trump: 2017-2020

Mohammed Torki Bani Salameh?*, Laith Mohammed Alsmadi?
Ipolitical Science Department, Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan. / The American University in the Emirates.United Arab

Emirates.

2Political Science Department, Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan.

https://doi.org/10.35516/hum
.v49i4.2079

Received: 30/12/2020
Revised: 30/5/2021
Accepted: 9/6/2021
Published: 30/7/2022

* Corresponding author:
mohammedtorki@yahoo.com

© 2022 DSR Publishers/ The University of Jordan.
All Rights Reserved.

This article is an open access article distributed
under the terms and conditions of the Creative
Commons Attribution (CC BY-NC) license
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

Abstract

This study aimed to demonstrate the impact of the US policy on military spending in the
Arab Gulf States during the reign of Donald Trump extending from the 2017 to 2020,
and to clarify the nature of military spending and the indications of this spending. The
study relied on the historical system analysis and descriptive analysis approaches to
describe the nature and size of military spending in the Arab Gulf States, and the amount
of change that occurred in its size during the reign of US president Donald Trump. The
study showed that the US foreign policy towards the region during the tenure of US
President Donald Trump was based on the principle of paying for protection, and that
non-payment nullifies the alliance with it and its defense. As a result, most of the Arab
Gulf states concluded many military deals with the United States, as well as pledged to
finance American military operations in the region, as military deals were concluded
between the United States and Saudi Arabia estimated at about $ 110 billion, and a
contract between Qatar and the United States in an aircraft deal of about 20 billion dollars.
The size of the military spending of the Arab Gulf States during the period (2016-2019)
reached (326.5 billion dollars). The average expenditure of GDP reached (33%) of GDP
during that period, and it increased in 2019 to (40%). The Sultanate of Oman topped the
total percentage of military spending during the period (2011 -2019), reaching (91.50%).
Keywords: Donald Trump, US foreign policy, Gulf military expending.
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