Dirasat, Human and Social Sciences, Volume 49, No. 4, 2022

Deanship of Scientific Research

Social Networks and the Exploitation of Digital Data from the Empire of Surveillance to the

Economy of Attention

Djamel_ Chabane Chaouche*, Tahar Bessais

Department of Information and Communication Sciences, University of Algiers -3- Algeria.

https://doi.org/10.35516/hu
m.v49i4.2084

Received: 5/12/2020
Revised: 13/9/2021
Accepted: 4/1/2022
Published: 30/7/2022

* Corresponding author:
chabanechaouche.djamel@univ-
alger3.dz

© 2022 DSR Publishers/ The University of Jordan.
All Rights Reserved.

This article is an open access article distributed
under the terms and conditions of the Creative
Commons Attribution (CC BY-NC) license
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

Abstract

This piece of work entitled “Social networks and the exploitation of digital data: From
the empire of .surveillance to the economy of attention”, addresses the digital
environment and social media, which depend on various software and applications, and
interaction devices that control human existence and communication. In addition to look
the effects they have on the real world of individuals, especially with the emergence of
forms of hidden domination, and a growing practice of administrative and voluntary
slavery. To reach these researches aims, descriptive analytical approach was adapted, by
invoking the studies and contributions of researchers and thinkers and their cognitive and
critical conclusions, to elucidate the forms of exploitation of digital data and its use in the
field of comprehensive global monitoring and attention economy. The main conclusion
of the study is that there is digital management and exploitation of various comprehensive
data of individuals who reveal their passions, emotions, consumer behaviors and
intellectual activities, for the purpose of using them in the political, commercial and
security fields. This constitutes a threat to the private life of humanity and individual
liberties as well as the human condition.
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