Dirasat: Human and Social Sciences, Volume 51, No. 3, Supplement 1, 2024

£z
hd

Deanship of Scientific Research

Population Opportunity in Jordan and University Students' Perceptions of its Concept

Hind Sarayrah?

and Consequences
, Nidal Alzboun® 22 Hamzah Khawaldah'?

! Department of Geography, School of Arts, The University of Jordan, Amman, Jordan.
2 College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences, University of Sharjah, United Arab Emirates.
3 Department of Humanities, College of Arts and Sciences, Qatar University, Qatar.

Received: 29/1/2023
Revised: 31/5/2023

Accepted: 10/7/2023
Published: 30/6/2024

* Corresponding author:
h.alsarayrah@ju.edu.jo

Citation: Sarayrah, H. ., Alzboun,
N.., & Khawaldah, H. . (2024).
Population Opportunity in Jordan and
University Students’ Perceptions of
its Concept and

Consequences. Dirasat: Human and
Social Sciences, 51(3), 130-146.
https://doi.org/10.35516/hum.v51i3.3

504

© 2024 DSR Publishers/ The University
of Jordan.

This article is an open access article
distributed under the terms and
conditions of the Creative Commons
Attribution (CC BY-NC) license
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/b

y-nc/4.0/

Abstract

Objectives: The study aims to reveal the population opportunity indicators in Jordan
and the population projections associated with them. In addition, it seeks to analyze the
perceptions of the University of Jordan students toward the concept of population
opportunity and its consequences.

Methods: The study relied on the descriptive and analytical statistical approach to
analyze the data obtained from the study instrument (questionnaire), which was
distributed to a convenience sample of (1141) students at the University of Jordan
students using descriptive statistics such as frequencies, percentages, means, and
standard deviations as well as Pearson Correlation, Multiple Analysis of Variance
(MANOVA), and Scheff'e Test by the SPSS program.

Results: The results of the study indicate that Jordan is experiencing a population
opportunity phase, which is projected to peak by 2040 according to adopted scenarios.
Important demographic transformations have occurred in Jordan, manifested by a
decline in birth rates and an increase in the number of young people in the working-age
group (15-64 years). The study also shows a high level of awareness among University
of Jordan students regarding the concept of population opportunity, especially in terms
of the increase in the population size of the workforce, and a moderate level of
awareness regarding the other elements that constitute the concept.

Conclusion: The study recommends conducting further research focusing on employment
opportunities, labor market prospects, and their alignment with the working-age population,
as well as strategies for utilizing population opportunity and avoiding its wastage.
Keywords: Population opportunity, population structure, population policies, students’
perception, Jordan.
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