&2

Dirasat: Human and Social Sciences, Volume 49, No. 6, Supplement 1, 2022

Deanship of Scientific Research

Portraying the Arab Intellectual in Visual Media: A Sociological Analysis of the Plastic

Artist’s Identity in Shaghaf TV Series
Mohammed Baker Mohammed Al-Abbas*

Department of Visual Arts, School of Art and Design, The University of Jordan, Jordan.

Received: 24/4/2021
Revised: 2/8/2021
Accepted: 29/9/2021
Published: 30/12/2022

* Corresponding author:
m.alabbas@ju.edu.jo

Citation: Al-Abbas, M. B. M. (2022).

Portraying the Arab Intellectual in
Visual Media: A Sociological
Analysis of the Plastic Artist’s
Identity in Shaghaf TV

Series. Dirasat: Human and Social
Sciences, 49(6:), 24-37.
https://doi.org/10.35516/hum.v49i6:.

3982

@UOLS

BT i
© 2022 DSR Publishers/ The
University of Jordan.

This article is an open access article
distributed under the terms and
conditions of the Creative Commons
Attribution (CC BY-NC) license
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
by-nc/4.0/

Abstract

This research aims to explore the socio-visual possibilities of artistic identity through
Arab media. It focuses on the “Shaghaf™ series, a drama show that was podcasted during
Ramadan month 2020. This paper critiques several visual elements, the first element is
the image of the plastic artist, the second is the fourth dimension that consists of time,
space, and movement and the third element is the representations of social reality and its
psychosocial dilemmas. Furthermore, this paper negotiates dramatic intersections within
the literature that discourses the Death of Art and the Death of Author by postmodern
philosophies. The present critique deconstructed the aesthetic approaches integrated
within the unit of analysis, which is the artists’ identity. This identity transforms through
a symbolic duality between latent and manifest representations in the public versus
private social spaces. The research discussed the critical need to manage the cultural
content in the media as well as to focus on the positive role of the artist in society. The
present paper resists stereotyping less privileged people of physical/social/psychological
needs, and any exclusionary content in media that defines them as socially unfamiliar.
Finally, this paper is significant because it focuses on the woman artist's identity as a
social construction in the Arab media, as women artists are underrepresented in visual
media in general. Furthermore, Art Sociology, as an approach in Fine Arts Studies,
presented an advancement in the specialty and does not exclude the philosophies of
Aesthetics and Art History but rather conceptualizes theories with qualitative and
quantitative methodologies.
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