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Abstract

Objectives: The study aims to determine the extent to which publication ban decisions (2014-2024)
have affected the spread of rumors on social media platforms from the perspective of journalists in
Jordan, how such decisions have contributed to this spread, and the topics about which rumors have
spread during these publication ban decisions.

Methods: The study is descriptive and employs the ‘audience survey’ approach, by applying it to
a regular random sample of (300) individuals who practice journalistic work in various media
institutions.

Results: The study has found that the majority of respondents (67.3%) believe publication ban
decisions greatly affect the spread of rumors across social media platforms, with Facebook at the
forefront of platforms that spread rumors. The most prominent topics about which rumors have
spread during publication ban decisions are: “Issues related to government procedures and the work
of ministries and departments.” Moreover, the most conspicuous way these decisions contribute to
the spread of rumors through social media platforms is through “individuals searching for
alternative, unreliable sources to obtain information.”

Conclusion: There is a statistically significant positive correlation between the degree of impact of
ban decisions on the spread of rumors through social media platforms from the perspective of the
respondents, and on how they contribute to this spread.

Keywords: Publications Ban Decisions; Rumors; Social Media Platforms; Jordanian Journalists.
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