Dirasat: Human and Social Sciences, Volume 53, No. 6, 2026, 8921

Deanship of Scientific Research

Political Oversight (Popular and Parliamentary Oversight) of the Work of Municipal
Councils and Decentralization in Jordan During the Period 2020-2023

Salahaldeen M. T. Al Mshagba*

, Mazen A. S. Al-Ougil

Prince Al Hussein Bin Abdullah 11 School of International Studies, University of Jordan, Amman, Jordan

Received: 4/9/2024
Revised: 17/9/2024
Accepted: 26/12/2024
Published online: 1/1/2026

* Corresponding author:
mazenalougili@yahoo.com

Citation: Al-Ougili, M. A. S., & Al
Mshagba, S. M. T. (2026). Political
Oversight (Popular and
Parliamentary Oversight) of the
Work of Municipal Councils and
Decentralization in Jordan During the
Period 2020-2023. Dirasat: Human
and Social Sciences, 53(6), 8921.
https://doi.org/10.35516/Hum.2026.8
921

of Jordan.

This article is an open access article
distributed under the terms and
conditions of the Creative Commons
Attribution (CC BY-NC) license
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/b

y-nc/4.0/

Abstract

Objectives: The study aimed to clarify the legal and constitutional basis for the work of municipal
and decentralized councils in Jordan, and to clarify the reality of practicing political oversight
mechanisms (popular and parliamentary oversight) over the work of municipal councils and
governorate councils in Jordan.

Methodology: The study relied on a descriptive analytical approach and the institutional approach.
The approach was used to explain the reality of mechanisms of political oversight (popular and
parliamentary oversight) over the work of municipal councils and governorate councils in Jordan.
Results: The exercise of popular oversight over the work of municipal and provincial councils is
evident through citizen exercising his/her right to vote and choose competent candidates to manage
the work of municipalities or through weak participation in municipal elections. It also shows the
weakness of parliamentary oversight methods over the work of municipal councils, as Parliament
exercises oversight methods over the Ministry of Municipal Affairs, holds the minister accountable
for shortcomings in the work of municipal councils, and determines the general legislative
framework for municipal councils by establishing the foundations and rules for forming municipal
councils, their organizational structure, their powers, and their financial resources.

Conclusion: Municipal council members should work to involve citizens in the democratic process,
encourage them to participate in decision-making, and conduct further studies and research related
to parliamentary and popular oversight of the work of municipal councils in Jordan.
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