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Abstract

Objectives: This study aims to explore the representations of hybrid identity among the children
of mixed Saudi families, the factors contributing to its emergence, and the extent to which it
facilitates integration or assimilation into Saudi society.

Methods: The research followed a case study approach, with data collected through a snowball
sampling technique. Semi-structured remote interviews were employed as the data collection tool.
The study included seven participants from mixed Saudi families.

Results: The study yielded several key findings. First, participants exhibited three forms of
identity: fused hybrid identity, alternating identity, and unidirectional identity. Second, factors
such as birthplace, upbringing, strong familial ties between the mother's family and the children,
and geographical proximity to the mother were significant in shaping hybrid identity. Third, the
study highlighted concepts such as acceptance of the other, cross-border friendships, and
intermarriage with different nationalities as valuable gains linked to hybrid identity.

Conclusions: The study recommends the importance of promoting discourses of tolerance,
cultural coexistence, and acceptance of others through both official and personal channels in
Saudi Arabia. It also suggests that the topic of mixed Saudi families should be addressed within
the broader context of Saudi culture.
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