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Abstract

Objectives: This research aims to clarify the concept of code-switching in sociolinguistics and
analyze this phenomenon through Arabic texts. The study seeks to identify linguistic differences
within these texts to understand the implications embodied in these variations.

Methods: The research employs an analytical descriptive methodology to examine the
phenomenon of code-switching in contemporary Egyptian and Palestinian Arabic. It explores
various contexts to uncover the meanings and functions associated with this linguistic
phenomenon.

Results: Code-switching serves to express social meanings, convey specific values, and act as a
stylistic tool to create particular effects on the audience. It carries rhetorical functions that
influence public perception. Switching to colloquial Arabic often aims to make political
discussions more relatable and accessible to the public, fostering a sense of inclusivity.
Conversely, switching to Modern Standard Arabic (MSA) symbolizes power, authority, formality,
and objectivity. As noted by J. Gumperz, code-switching frequently occurs in quotations, as seen
in poetry where popular traditions are integrated within classical linguistic frameworks to evoke
emotions and cultural resonance. While MSA is linked to formality and objectivity, colloquial
language fosters intimacy and informality.

Conclusion: Speakers use code-switching strategically to align their speech with their audience,
enhancing relatability and communication effectiveness. The stylistic variations in an individual’s
speech reflect the social dynamics and variations present in specific contexts.
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