Dirasat: Human and Social Sciences, Volume 53, No. 6, 2026, 9666

Deanship of Scientific Research

The Economic Life of Tripoli (1875-1911): An Analysis of Muhammad Hilal Effendi's

Received: 9/11/2024
Revised: 24/11/2024
Accepted: 18/12/2024
Published online: 1/1/2026

* Corresponding author:
s.alasalameen@ju.edu.jo

Citation: Al-salameen, S. M. (2026).
The Economic Vision in the Report
of Muhammad Hilal Effendi: A
Study of Natural Resources and
Ottoman Investment in the Province
of Tripoli. Dirasat: Human and
Social Sciences, 53(6), 9666.
https://doi.org/10.35516/Hum.2026.9
666

of Jordan.

This article is an open access article
distributed under the terms and
conditions of the Creative Commons
Attribution (CC BY-NC) license
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/b

y-nc/4.0/

Documents as a Primary Source

Safiah Mohammed Al-Salameen*
Department of History, School of Arts, The University of Jordan

Abstract

Objectives: This study aims to highlight the economic conditions of the Wilaya of Tripoli of the
West through the documents of Judge Muhammad Hilal Effendi. The study also sheds light on the
economic activity and role played by the city of Tripoli of the West during the Ottoman rule.
Method: The study adopted the historical research method, which relies on collecting and analyzing
historical material by referring to primary sources. Historical information was gathered and
analyzed based on the documents of Judge Muhammad Hilal Effendi to provide a comprehensive
understanding of the economic and political dimensions of Tripoli of the West during the Ottoman
era. The analysis focuses on the role of Tripoli as a strategic center for trans-Saharan trade and the
Ottoman administrative strategies in facing colonial challenges.

Results: One of the most prominent findings of this study is that Tripoli of the West possessed
significant economic potential through its natural resources, such as halfa grass, which was an
important commodity for trade with European markets. Muhammad Hilal Effendi’s document also
indicated the existence of diverse agricultural and commercial potentials in the city of Tripoli,
located on the Mediterranean Sea. Its strategic location played a major role in attracting trade ships
and providing goods at competitive prices. Additionally, the stability of the region contributed to
creating a favorable environment for economic prosperity.

Conclusion: The study demonstrates that the city of Tripoli of the West was an important and active
economic center that generated substantial revenues for the Ottoman state.

Keywords: Economic dimensions; tripoli; ottoman policy; ottoman archival documents; trade
networks; Muhammad Hilal Effendi; halfa grass; agricultural and commercial opportunities
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