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Abstract

Objectives: This study aims to clarify the intended meaning of Sheikhs in the Hanafi school of thought,
to highlight their main scholarly contributions within the school, and to examine the reasons for their
differences regarding the reasons for disagreement among the imams of the Hanafi school. It also seeks
to present applied examples illustrating these differences.

Methods: The study adopts inductive, analytical, and inferential approaches by tracing instances of
differences among Sheikhs regarding the reasons for disagreement, classifying and analyzing the
relevant evidences, and inferring the underlying causes of divergence, with reference to authoritative
Hanafi sources.

Results: The findings show that the term Sheikhs in the Hanafi school refers to scholars who did not
meet Imam Abi Hanifa. Hanafi jurists distinguished between the ranks of imams, mujtahids, and
Sheikhs. The scholarly contributions of the Sheikhs included verification, juristic extrapolation,
preference, legal reasoning, and deriving rulings for new issues based on the principles of the school.
The reasons for differences among Sheikhs regarding the reasons for disagreement were varied, with
differences in understanding and in evidentiary reasoning being among the most significant. These
differences continued into later generations of the school, as demonstrated by the applied examples
examined in this study.

Conclusion: Differences in the Hanafi school were not confined to the imams themselves or to their
evidentiary reasoning, but extended to the Sheikhs in their identification and extrapolation of the
reasons for disagreement among the imams, as reflected in a number of applied juristic issues preserved
in the school’s literature.

Keywords: disagreement, scholars, explanation, reasons, Hanafi school.
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