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Abstract

Obijectives: This study explores a distinctive early Islamic inscription, written shortly after the
advent of Islam and located on Mount Uhud in Medina. The inscription is attributed to Usama ibn
Zayd, and the research had three primary objectives. First, it aimed to document and describe the
inscription in terms of its location, dimensions, and engraving technique. Second, it sought to
analyze the inscription linguistically, examining its content, writing rules, and language. Third,
the study pursued a historical analysis to determine the likely time period and the identity of the
inscriber.

Methodology: The research adopted a descriptive approach to analyze the content and form of
the inscription. Additionally, it employed comparative analysis with other early Islamic
inscriptions to assist in determining a more accurate dating of the text.

Findings: The study identified three potential historical figures as possible authors of the
inscription: Usama ibn Zayd ibn Harithah (may Allah be pleased with him), the beloved of the
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) and the son of his beloved; Usama ibn Zayd al-Laythi;
and Usama ibn Zayd ibn Aslam. Each possibility was examined based on supporting or
contradicting evidence. The estimated date of the inscription, based on comparisons with other
similar inscriptions, lies between the mid-1st centuries AH and, at the latest, the mid-2nd century
AH. The writing style of the inscription aligns with the features of the Hijazi script, a script that
originated in Medina and later spread to other regions. Its structure adheres to the principles and
conventions characteristic of this script type, which further supports its early dating.

Conclusion: The research confirms that linguistic analysis of inscriptions is a valuable method
for determining their historical context, particularly when names are missing, ambiguous, or
shared by multiple historical figures. Based on the findings, the study recommends applying this
analytical approach to other inscriptions with uncertain authorship to help refine our
understanding of early Islamic epigraphy.
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