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Abstract

Objectives: This study aims to explore the role of digital influencers in shaping public opinion
through the digital content they produce and share on various topics that impact different aspects
of life. It also seeks to examine the ability of digital influencers to guide Lebanese youth toward
public issues, while understanding the motivations behind young people's engagement with
influencers and the extent of their trust in their content.

Methods: The study employed a field survey methodology using a questionnaire administered to a
randomly selected sample of 400 Lebanese youth who follow digital influencers. The study also
applied the Uses and Gratifications Theory to understand the relationship between audience
engagement with influencer platforms, their various gratifications, and the impact of this
engagement on shaping their opinions and attitudes. The study also sought to provide insight into
how individuals interact with digital content and how influencers guide them.

Results: The study found that Facebook is the most-watched platform among Lebanese youth, with
social topics being the most popular, followed by religious and political topics. Digital content is
the main reason youth follow influencers, who significantly impact their thoughts and behaviors.
The study also found variations in influence and trust based on demographics and a correlation
between the level of influence, duration of exposure, and trust in influencers.

Conclusions: The study highlighted the significant role of digital influencers in shaping public
opinion among Lebanese youth. It recommended paying close attention to the quality of content
presented, as it is the primary factor driving audience engagement.

Keywords: Digital influencers, digital content, digital public opinion, Lebanese youth.
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