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Abstract

Objectives: This research explores the role of meaning in the use of the indefinite noun as the
subject. While most grammarians agree that the subject should be definite, some Arabic structures
deviate from this rule and are valid based on context. The study focuses on the concepts of nakira
(indefinite) and ma‘rifa (definite), examining their grammatical rules, the philosophy behind their
usage, and the markers that define them.

Methods: The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach to investigate the impact of
meaning on the validity of these structures, particularly those found in the Qur'an. It examines
various justifications provided by grammarians for the use of indefinite subjects in contexts where
the subject deviates from the typical definite noun rule.

Findings: The research revealed a discrepancy between definiteness and indefiniteness, as well as
their associated markers. It also found that the indefinite subject in the Qur'anic context fulfills its
expressive function in the nominal sentence structure. The study confirms the validity of using an
indefinite noun in the subject position without relying solely on the justifications proposed by
grammarians, demonstrating the importance of meaning in accepting such usage.

Conclusion: The study concludes that it is not appropriate to insist that the subject must always be
definite. Instead, meaning serves as a primary criterion for allowing an indefinite noun in the subject
position. It also emphasizes the importance of utilizing both linguistic and non-linguistic contextual
elements to construct the overall meaning in Qur'anic contexts, as language inherently resists
complete adherence to grammatical rules.
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