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Abstract

Objectives: This research examines how Arab-Islamic Renaissance thinkers engaged with the
meanings and terminology of modern Sufism, viewing it as in need of renewal due to its historical
rigidity. It also analyzes their perspectives on key Sufi terms within their theoretical, practical,
social, and religious contexts.

Methods: The researcher employed two approaches in this study. The first is historical, tracing the
development of the concept of Sufism and some of its doctrinal and terminological structures to
distinguish between what has remained constant and what has evolved. The second is a descriptive
approach that considers the interaction among three parties: society, Sufi figures, and Renaissance
thinkers. Within this framework, the study aimed to explore the characteristics of the critical
perspective applied to Sufi terminology.

Results: The study found that part of Sufism’s conceptual structure continued to draw legitimacy
from its past, while another part was shaped by its historical context. Given the deteriorating state
of the Arab-Islamic world in the 13th/19th century, Renaissance figures used this context as an
opportunity to reinterpret Sufi concepts and examine their terminology in ways that aligned with
the conditions of their time.

Conclusion: The study concluded that, according to Renaissance thinkers, Sufism requires a
renewal of its meanings and a reexamination of its terminology. Despite the diversity in their
opinions and perspectives, the terminology of Sufism remained rooted in its theoretical and
practical contexts and had significant implications on the social, religious, and political levels.
Keywords : Connotation, Sufism, Thinkers, Renaissance.
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